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VISION

Maplewood’s diversity of backgrounds, experiences, and voices create an
inclusive community that combines suburban living and urban vibrancy. Our vision
is that residents are welcome to enjoy all of the assets that make our Township so
attractive: an attainable home that meets their needs; high-quality neighborhoods
that are resilient to climate change; excellent community facilities and services;
strong connections to the region; a thriving local business community; and a wealth

of historic and cultural resources.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE:

The planning principles identified in this Master Plan are
closely linked and often overlap, but the foundation for each
is EQUITY. According to the American Planning Association,
“Planning for social equity means recognizing planning
practices that have had a disparate impact on certain
communities and actively working with affected residents to
create better communities for all.” Historically in planning,
certain groups and communities have been excluded both
from the planning process and from sharing in many of the
positive outcomes of planning, such as clean environments,
affordable housing, safe and atiractive open  space,
accessible transportation, and educational opportunities.!

This Master Plan recognizes that Maplewood’s planning
processes can and should ameliorate inequities and facilitate
planning decisions that do not disadvantage any one area
or neighborhood, and that support:

= Equity in connections to jobs, schools, recreational
assets, and municipal services and programs.

= Equity in access to high-quality, affordable housing
and strong, attractive neighborhoods.

= Equity in protection from the impacts of climate change
and storm events.

1 Adapted from, “Knowledgebase Collection: Social Equity,” by the American
Planning Association, https://www.planning.org/knowledgebase/equity

PLANNING PRINCIPLES

The Township of Maplewood proposes the following
planning principles and objectives to advance the Master
Plan Vision:

Maplewood enjoys excellent access to the regional highway
network and the NJ Transit rail system, making it a great
place for residents who commute infto Manhattan or seek
proximity to other jobs and assets in the region. But the same
infrastructure that creates this access also serves to divide
the Township, which - together with historic development
patterns — have acted to create “two Maplewoods” that are
disconnected both physically and socially. Thoughtful land
use and transportation planning can help to stitch the various
pieces of Maplewood back together, while careful attention
to communication and community programs can ensure that
all neighborhoods have a positive experience with municipal

services.

1. Ensure safe and accessible mobility for all users:
pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders, as well as those
who drive.

2. Lleverage opportunities to better connect public and
community facilities such as parks, schools, business
districts, and natural resources.

3. Strengthen the distinct characteristics of the commercial
areas while promoting a cohesive and recognizable
identity for Maplewood.

4. Enhance social connections through effective municipal
communication and programming across the Township.



Quality of Life

The same qualities that make Maplewood an attractive
community generate interest in new development that has
the potential for negative impacts on neighborhoods, while
escalation in housing costs in the region creates pressure on
affordability for existing and future residents alike. At the
same time, ongoing reinvestment in the Township is critical
to maintaining a vibrant local economy, and can create
opportunities to achieve larger planning goals such as
improvements to the public realm and municipal facilities,
affordable housing and environmental sustainability.

1. Preserve and create affordable housing opportunities
for residents of all incomes, ages, abilities, and family

types.

2. Support appropriate infill  development and
redevelopment throughout Maplewood that builds on

community assets and minimizes unwanted impacts.

3. Reinforce residential quality of life by ensuring smooth
transitions between intensities of use and addressing

nuisance issues.

4. Recognize and protect Maplewood’s historical and
cultural resources as a vital part of the community’s
identity.

The devastating impacts of Hurricane Ida reinforced the
critical need for Maplewood to respond aggressively with
measures to mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate
change to avoid future loss of life and property damage.
At the same time, the Township has an opportunity to show
leadership in environmental sustainability efforts, embracing
strategies that reduce its carbon footprint while shoring up
its protection from natural disasters. Lastly, the pandemic has
highlighted the need for public health initiatives that address
issues such as emergency preparedness, mental health
support, and wellness programs.

1. Act to mitigate and adapt to climate change and
improve capacity to recover from emergencies and
natural disasters.

2. Support environmental sustainability initiatives that
improve waste and energy systems, enhance the tree
canopy, protect natural resources, and reduce the
impact of development.

3. Upgrade infrastructure systems to improve function,
lessen critical vulnerabilities, and address neighborhood
disparities.

4. Support health and wellness in Township programs,
coordination with regional initiatives, and public-private
partnerships, and ensure awareness and accessibility.



